ECPT MINUTES                                      April 29, 2009

The meeting was called to order by the president, Barbara Broussard, at 7:05 p.m.

Announcements:

1.  Planning Board:  No meeting on May 5.  

2.  City Council committee meetings:  there are many, so please check the calendar of events for May.  Of particular interest may be those of the Ordinance Committee on May 7 at 4, 4:30, and 5, pertaining to changes to be made to the zoning code regarding requirements for spaces for shared vehicles, as well as aisle width in garages.  Sullivan Chamber, City Hall.

3. Public hearings on the budget:  Ongoing, on Wednesday mornings at 9:30 a.m.

4. Green Line Extension meeting:  On May 20 from 6 to  8 p.m. at the Kennedy Longfellow School on Spring Street.  Please go and express your opinions.

5. Cambridge Science Festival:  Heather Hoffman announced that there are two more free concerts about Darwin (portrayed by Erica Jaquith) this weekend, Saturday at the Broad Institute at  2:30 p.m. and Sunday at 3 p.m. at the Peabody School.  There are other science-related activities throughout the week.

6. Rezoning for Twin City Mall  area:  According to Stewart Dash, this has been postponed by the city of Somerville.

General Business

Discussion of  increasing size of Board:  It has been recommended by the  ECPT Board that two additional members be added to the board. The Board feels that it is advantageous to have more members to work actively on projects and neighborhood concerns.   This would increase the number of members to nine, the maximum permitted by our by-laws.  There was general discussion, and most members seem to be in agreement with this suggestion, or at least have no particular objections.    Eligible voters will vote on this proposal at our next meeting on May 13, by written ballot.     If the vote is favorable, nominations for these positions will be taken, and a vote by written ballot held on May  27, during the first 30 minutes of the meeting.

Nominations:  If the vote on this proposal is approved, nominations for these two positions will be taken at the same meeting.    Anyone nominated must live in East Cambridge, and be a voting member of ECPT.  They must be present at the meeting, or have indicated in writing to a board member that they are willing to serve.   One person will serve a one-year term, and the other will serve a full three-year term.  Hereafter, members will elect three new board members every year.

Other Discussion:  Donna Keefe asked if anyone else was bothered by stray cats howling.  She has gotten a safe trap from Animal Control, as one particular cat looks ill.  Others are aware of the problem also.  Ilan Levy was reminded that he volunteered to keep the ECPT Website current. A new member asked for restaurant recommendations in the neighborhood:  East Side Grill, Courthouse Fish, Similans, Helmand all were mentioned. 

New City Councilor Larry Ward did not arrive.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m.






Nancy Stiening, Secretary

