ECPT MINUTES                                                       MARCH 26, 2008

The meeting was called to order by the President, Barbara Broussard, at 7:08 p.m.

Announcements:

1. At the BZA:  On March 27, nothing.  On April 10,  Case # 9617, 1066 Cambridge and 256 Elm Sts, Just A Start Corp., construction of a 4-story building with 19 affordable units and commercial space.

2. At the Planning Board:  On April l, both PB 233, River St. (asking for extension of permit process) and PB 231, Bent St. LLC (PUD) will have final votes.  No public comment; will be after town-gown discussion at 7:40 p.m.,   but time not listed on the agenda.

3. At the Ordinance Committee:  On April 3 at 4 p.m., public hearing on amendment to zoning ordinance 2.000 regarding bicycle parking.  It is not to be considered as part of GFA calculations under certain conditions.  

4. Crime Prevention:  Next meeting will be on April 16 at 7 p.m. at EEH.  Topic for discussion will be “ youth diversion.”  Light refreshments will be served and all are welcome.  

5. Green Line Extension:  Alan Greene reported that they took a very informative walk along the tracks from the Museum of Science to Union Square this past Saturday.  Public transit-minded people should meet at the Bumble-bee building (157 Sixth)  on Thursday March 27 at 7 p.m. for more discussion and to plan a course of action.    One goal is to keep the Lechmere Station in its present location. 

6. North Cambridge Family Opera:  Will be performing “The Puzzle Jig” for first two weekends in April at King Open School.  Very entertaining, lasts about 2 hours.  See Heather Hoffman for details and tickets (Erica Jaquith is performing, and Mark made the  stage sets in unoccupied space provided by BioMed).

7. Tour Le Cordon Bleu College of Culinary Arts:  Steve King has invited everyone interested to tour the cooking school located in the Athenaeum building on First Street, on either a Tuesday or a Thursday.  Let Barbara know if you’re interested.  The school offers degree programs, and will eventually have a restaurant so students can practice their skills. 

8.  Questions: * Does anyone know what happened to the Futon Shop space?  Got change of use for upper floors, and couldn’t provide parking because they needed the storage shed in back.  Ans:  No.  * Should ECPT join with other neighborhood communities for Green Decade Cambridge?

Nominations for Vacancies on ECPT Board:  The  President called for nominations for the two three-year terms on the board, after reading the names of eligible participants.   Rhonda Massie nominated Chris Matthews, Ilan Levy, and Jay Wasserman.  Mary Ann Donofrio seconded.   Nominations were then closed.  Voting will take place during the first 30 minutes of the Annual Meeting on April 9, by written ballot.  Meeting will continue during the voting.  Eligible voters who arrive too late to participate in the election for board members may not vote for president later in the evening.  

Police Report:  Among other incidents, Sergeant Maureen Ford reported the following:  one aggravated assault;  one auto theft on Cambridge St.;  two drug arrests on Gore St.;  three reports of forgery (one ATM card used, one fake ID with stolen credit cards);  one report of harassment;  one housebread (on Winter St., laptop taken);  five stolen cell phones;  five cars broken into (access by way of smashed windows, GPS  units taken);  one larceny from a person;  eight malicious destruction of property (among them, BB’s shop at windows, two tire slashings, two graffiti,  one obscene picture on Gore St.);  two reports of threats;  three warrant arrests (all at courthouse).  Maureen also alerted us to the circulation of counterfeit $5 bills, and said no one should take ammunition to the courthouse (!).  There were no questions or concerns.

General Business

Noise Pollution and Measurements, Andrea Boyer, Cambridge License Commission: 

Andrea noted that there are always more concerns about noise in spring-summer-fall, when people have windows open or are outdoors.  She is aware of problems in East Cambridge, and hopes things will be quieter when the Middlesex courthouse is moved. It is difficult to find specific sources of noise.  There is a constant hum between 55 and 60 decibels, which is probably detrimental to health, but it is difficult to isolate one specific source.    She is getting new equipment, which may make measurements more precise.  The BZA can’t ask what noise already exists when considering new construction – the limit is not just more than is already there.  Generators are not exempt from the noise ordinance unless there is an emergency situation.  Irritated residents should call the non-emergency police number (617-349-3300) if something needs to be shut down or off during a night or weekend.  Leaf blowers are limited to 65 decibels.  There is one brand,  Stihl  leaf blower,  which meets all EPA standards, and landscapers should use.  Andrea may be emailed at aboyer@cambridgema.gov with concerns, and she will measure noise.  License commission can shut down  activities if necessary.   Questions and comments:  

1. East Cambridge doesn’t have lawns, so leaf blowers aren’t a problem.  The real problem is the overall noise level from commercial buildings, which goes on.   I think this is a planning and policy issue which needs to be addressed.

2. Would it help to have an independent contractor to check noise levels in the neighborhood?  I have a sound control engineer in my family, who might help.

3. The generators at the Truman Apartments are enclosed and on the ground, but extremely noisy.  Ans:  She will check on them.

4. What the city has done about leaf blowers seems reasonable.  Could you look at the way other cities measure noise and see if there are ways to approach these problems?

Energy Efficiency Tour, Jonah Decola:  A builder,  Jonah lives on Seventh Street, and has worked in the construction of green buildings for the past  three years.  He has a grant from Green Decade Cambridge on energy efficiency measures.  There will be a 53% increase in energy consumption by 2020.  Natural gas provides 40% of the electricity in MA.  Global warming is a reality.   What we need to do is reduce emissions, and eventually costs.   We are all paying for energy improvements.  NStar includes a fee on every bill which goes to a solar fund, from which residents may get cash grants (based on cost of house/improvement needed/income) to install solar panels, insulation, etc.,  thus making improvements to their homes which will save both money and energy in the long run.  Also, homeowners can get loans at 3% interest from MASS Save, which has an energy efficiency fund, to make major home improvements.  There are incentives for landlords and tenants as well.  Jonah’s email is cleanandsmart@gmail.com and he will be happy to answer questions.  

The New Boardwalk – Update, Paige Kane and Brian Dacey:  Paige distributed a  new diagram of the proposed walkway. She stated that Mirant, Biomed,  and Twining are working together to achieve a cohesive plan from east to west along the canal.  The walkway will project 15 feet into the canal, sloping down about 5% from street level,  and then extend straight back to the bulkhead.  Walkway will be 735 feet long and 10 feet wide.  There will be bump-outs for benches (14-foot wide areas), and railings will be 42 inches high as required by OSHA.  Brian  reported that the owners of the bulkhead are being very cooperative, that they have decided to maintain the stonework at the end of the canal, and that they are now considering how to landscape the whole area.  A boat rental area and ramps for the handicapped will be included.  He will have more details later.  Questions and comments:

1. Is that a floating dock?  Ans:  Yes.

2. I think this looks great.  Have you considered recycled materials for the deck?  Also, once completed, who owns it, and who is responsible for maintenance?  Ans:  Mirant will be responsible for its 590 feet of walkway, and Twining will be responsible for the rest.  Owners of Constellation Center, Twining, other buildings will all be responsible for maintenance in the long run.  The Chapter 91 license travels with any sale of property and facilities, as a lien against the property.  Regarding the materials to be used, we have considered several options, and decided pressure-treated lumber is best for durability and cost, but would be happy to consider anything else you can suggest.

3. What about the timing? We plan to start construction in April, and our goal is to be finished on the MEPA schedule if possible. 

4. I think it looks great.

5. Check the angle of the benches – they should face the river, not the fuel tank.

6. The water level in the river is extremely low right now, so please be careful about clearance for boats.  

7. I see rentals for canoes and kayaks.  Will there be power boats?  Ans:  No.

8. May people launch their own boats from the dock?  Ans:  Yes.

9. Be careful of pressure treated wood – chromium might affect the fish.

Brian will return with some details for another change of use for their second building.  Planning Board approved a change to residential; Twining now wants it back to hotel.   

Discussions and Decisions

There was a general discussion of housing policy in Cambridge.  City policy of letting real estate speculators do whatever they want actually sends wealth out of Cambridge.  Also is squeezing out the middle class.

Motion:  It was moved, seconded, and passed that ECPT send  a letter to the Ordinance Committee supporting the change in zoning for bicycle parking, so long as it remains bicycle parking, and doesn’t just become more usable space.

Motion:  It was moved, seconded, and approved, that ECPT send a letter to the BZA in support of the Wellington-Harrington neighborhood group.  There is little open space, and the area is already so crowded that adding 19 units of any type of housing will be untenable to present residents.

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.







Nancy Stiening, Secretary

