ECPT MINUTES                                                    October 24, 2007

The meeting was called to order by the vice president, Chris Matthews, at 7:10 p.m.

Announcements:

1. From the BZA:  On October 25, nothing of interest to East Cambridge scheduled.  On November 8, at 7 p.m.,  BZA continued case #9544, 165 Charles St.,  requested after work started and not as described in the Building Permit.  Also at 7 p.m.,  BZA continued cases #9407 and #9408, Mirant Kendall LLC, to remove condition of building a boardwalk along the Broad Canal and to install a second jet engine at the power plant. At 8 p.m., BZA case #9559, 305 Cambridge Street, Gary Gilbert, to build  new rear egress stairs and landings or decks, and at 8:30 p.m., BZA case #9561, Kenneth and Beth Simon, 92 Fifth St.,  to alter a shed roof over a former stairwell in setback to convert storage to a new bathroom.  Neither of these owners have contacted ECPT, and both are over FAR.

2. At the License Commission: On November 13, at 6 p.m., 831 Massachusetts Ave.: Two restaurants, Good Moon, dba  2nd Street Café at 89 Second St., and La Molisana at 1 Rodgers St. are requesting expanded hours and entertainment, in case anyone is interested.

3. Longy School of Music has a lot of recitals and concerts listed, many of them free.  Call 617-876-0965  for information.

4. Letter from Mormon Church:  Chris circulated a letter from the attorney for the church, informing us that they have moved their building across Binney St. to the lot between First and Second Sts.  They no longer need variances, but will keep us informed.  We will acknowledge their letter.

5. Intersection at Binney and Fulkerson Sts.:  Joe Avin will call Sue Clippinger and ask her to send us one copy of the corrected plan for the traffic pattern, as what she distributed at the last meeting is unclear.

6. North Point Park:  Mark Jaquith provided a two-page update on progress there, and suggested that members send letters or call the DCR to encourage them to open it soon.  Jay and Julie Wasserman are preparing a post card which members can sign and stamp and send to the Governor’s office and to DCR.  All pressure will help.

Police Report:  Sergeant Maureen Ford announced that the next Crime Prevention Meeting will be held on Wednesday November 7, at 7 p.m. at East End House.  She asked everyone to fill in a Neighborhood Safety Survey, and offered raffle tickets to those who turned them in to Joe Avin at tonight’s meeting.  She then reported the following incidents for the past two weeks:  one car stolen on Lambert St.;  counterfeit $100 bills are being circulated;  one drug arrest;  14 cars broken in to (all over, but several on Bent and Rodgers Sts. during services at the Morman Church IPods, GPS, computers, purses, etc. taken);  one street robbery, one robbery at mall (kids in Halloween masks, no way to identify them);  one warrant arrest on Cambridge St.. Comments:  Maureen noted that what makes a neighborhood safe is several things – neighbors looking our for each other, a strong police presence in the area patrolling on bike, foot, or in  car, and the public calling the police department when they see something they consider suspicious.  All  three are important, as we need to work together.

General Business

Working Budget and Financial Review:  Treasurer Carole Bellew distributed a copy of all expenditures for the period April 2006 through March 2007, but had not yet received the report of interest earned on  our money market account (our income).    She proposed that for the year 2007-08, ECPT adopt an operating budget of  $2500 (thus omitting the Community Fall Event entry of  $2134.58 from the total expenses for the year of $4601.71).   The entries for Fellowship ($100.00), Classes (#20.00),  and Donations (S264.80) will be more fully explained at the next reading.    Motion:  After some discussion, it was moved (Bellew) and seconded (Avin) that a 2007-08 operating budget of $2500.00 be approved at its first reading, with the understanding that there will be time for questions before the final vote is taken at our next meeting. Motion passed by unanimous written ballot of all eligible voters present.

Construction at 158-160 Charles Street:  Jane Myers, who resides at 165 Charles Street circulated a photograph of the construction under way across the street from her house.  Because of her objections, owners have had to stop work and apply for a variance “to raise roof to create livable ceiling height, move and change size of 14 windows, remove one window, and raise roof of existing bay.”   Their permit was to remodel within existing building.  ECPT members are concerned that owners are applying for the variance after the fact.

Mirant Corporation:  Boardwalk or Alternative:  Attorney Jim Rafferty introduced Jeffrey Perry, Vice President in charge of the New York area Mirant plants;  Tom Schien, Vice President of NY area;   and Sean Konery, Director of Environmental Affairs.  Mr. Perry  acknowledged that the walkway along the Broad Canal had long been promised, but said that they wanted to be careful not to put the public at risk.  Proposing an alternative is not about getting out of something, because it probably will cost Mirant more than the walkway.  They have had three goals:  to offer something which would be approved by the Commonwealth and the community, which would provide equal water access, and something which could be linked to some form of new development.  He feels that they have found such a project, which will be presented by DCR Planner Karl Haglund.  This project is a bridge linking East Cambridge from a point along the Lechmere Canal across the water to a pavilion on the back side of the Museum of Science. Mirant proposes to contribute $2 million to this project, and to help in a public-private partnership to get the rest of the funding.  In addition, Mirant will tidy up the area along the canal, and install a pocket park on First Street.  When asked, he admitted that the only access to this park would be from First Street.  This was not acceptable to members living on the other side of East Cambridge.

Mr. Haglund then presented some drawings of the proposed bridge.  It would be a 12-foot wide fixed, curved bridge supported by masts and cables, the same height as the Land Blvd.  bridge over the canal.     He noted that the Museum  of Science has a lease to do whatever they choose without DCR review, and has a Chapter 91 license in place.  DCR always tries to provide ideas to developers for access to all parklands.  However, he wouldn’t compare the two alternatives.  The Museum of Science already has this bridge incorporated into the 15th year of its 15-year master plan.  Members considered the plan attractive, but not appropriate for East Cambridge, and suggested that perhaps ECPT could work with DCR to get this done eventually, also. 

Questions and Comments:  

      1.  Why do you really not want to build the walkway?  Ans:  because it will bring 
the public too close to the switchgear station.  

2. Are you suggesting that there should be no boating in the Canal either?  Ans: no.

3.  I don’t think any of us really believe the security argument.  It’s a red herring.  The facility must be secure regardless.    If its too dangerous to walk beside, its really too dangerous to be in a populated, residential and commercial area at all.

4. Do I understand that there is no commitment - financial or otherwise - from DCR to build this project, no written agreement from DEP that they would accept it, and not sufficient funding to complete it right now?   Ans: yes.

5. Were any other alternatives proposed or considered?  Ans:  no.

6. This is  an interesting project, but it has no connection to Mirant’s commitment to East Cambridge more than seven years ago.  You got what you wanted; now its time for the walkway.  There are ways it could be built, but in our many meetings with Mirant,  you have never suggested or discussed any possibilities with ECPT.

7. Kendall Square area needs amenities.  All the new residences and offices in Cambridge Research Park and along Third Street need an easy, direct  connection to the area along the Charles River.

8.  Some of the land on which you’ve expanded your plant is Commonwealth tidelands.

Discussion and Decisions

158-160 Charles Street:   Motion:   It  was moved (Bellew) and seconded (Avin)  that ECPT write a letter to the BZA in support of Jane Myers’ opposition to  variance permitting the raising of the roof across the street which obliterated her view of Boston.  Members are particularly concerned that builders who know better proceed with work knowing it will be approved “after the fact.”  Asking for forgiveness rather than permission is not acceptable.  Motion passed unanimously.
Mirant Kendall Broad Canal or Alternative:   Motion:  It was moved (Hoffman) and seconded (Hegarty) that ECPT send a letter to the BZA stating that it was the overwhelming opinion of all those present that although the alternative has merit and could be considered at another time, it has no relation to the Broad Canal.  Mirant should be required to complete the walkway within the time frame indicated by the DEP in their letter of March 27, 2007.  A  copy will be sent to Ben Leach at the DEP.  Motion passed.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.  






Nancy Stiening, Secretary
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